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Lauren and Edward,

Please see our comments below for the DHNA cases on tomorrow's HDRC agenda.  Also see attached letter below for 610
Dawson.

•  413 N PINE - We are in support of Staff's Recommendations and are happy to see this unique house being rehabilitated.

•  812 BURLESON  - We are in support of Staff's Recommendations.

•  702 SHERMAN - We are in support of Staff's Recommendations and Stipulations with an emphasis on further development of
Window Openings, Muntins and Materials, and raised foundation height.  Windows should be wood and cementitious board
siding and trims should be smooth texture.

•  600 BURLESON/OLIVE - With the exception of correcting the window installation, we are not in support of the applicant's
request for amendment.  The original window numbers and sizes contribute to the sense of scale to the houses as do the
columns in the porch.  Reduced window and support column numbers and new window sizes are awkward. Water catchment
barrels are being removed with no explanation.  Also, no explanation has been provided regarding the increased plate height
from 18'-0" to 19'-3" from the HDRC approved set.  These products are already too tall and too close together to be compatible
with the historic character in the historic district.

•  419 N HACKBERRY - We are in general support of Staff's Recommendations but with the additional items: 
  - Due to the obvious distraction of vinyl windows, we believe the applicant should use wood windows.
  - Increase foundation height to be perceived from the street as a clear and definite "raised foundation".

• 608/610 DAWSON -  See attached letter

•  714 DAWSON - We are in support of Staff's Recommendations and Stipulations.  This project went awry early and we are
requesting additional oversight by OHP to insure accuracy of further work.

We appreciate your sharing our comments with your department and with the Commission members.

Thank you,
Monica Savino
DHNA / ARC, chair
713 231-7871
archcomm@dignowityhill.org
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Ms. Shanon Miller, Director      January 17, 2017 
Office of Historic Preservation 
City of San Antonio 
via:  Shanon.Miller@sanantonio.gov 
 
 
RE:   HDRC Case 2016-533, 608 + 610 Dawson, Dignowity Hill Historic District 
 
Dear Ms. Miller, 
 
The Dignowity Hill Neighborhood Association (DHNA) Architectural Review Committee 
(ARC) appreciates this opportunity to comment on the case above.   The proposed project 
has returned to OHP and to HDRC due to un-reviewed and unapproved revisions to the 
design.  We are opposed to Mr. Rodriguez’s request for amendment.   The unapproved 
changes already completed on two structures include: 

 •  wood siding and trims changed to cement board with rustic cedar grain 
pattern; 

 •   wood 4-over-4 windows changed to 1-over-1 aluminum clad windows; 
 •  various divided light windows changed to single light; 
 •   windows removed; each 2nd floor has a net loss of 5 units each; 
 •   wood column design to be completed with cap; and 
 •  woven or mitered corner detail in drawings and renderings changed to  

flat trim corners. 
 
It should be noted that our opposition is based in the fact that the product is now very 
different in character than the one presented to ARC and the one that received HDRC 
approval.  With the exception of roofing, virtually every exterior material has been altered 
from what was originally approved.  When ARC met with Mr. Rodriguez in April 2016,  
we made our interests and concerns for the Historic District clear, and our feedback to his 
design at the time was well received by him.  Mr. Rodriguez assured us that changes would 
be made and requested a letter of support from ARC.  Per our May 3, 2016, letter of 
support to Lauren Sage/OHP,  
 

 “The ARC believes that the subsequent design changes from our 
communication with Mr. Rodriguez and the OHP DRC meetings have made 
the project substantially better than when first submitted to us.  Other areas 
of concern that were addressed included the quality of architectural details, 
the wood windows, property access, and the revision of attached, enclosed 
garages to detached, open carports.”   

  
ARC met again with Mr. Rodriguez on Saturday, January 14, 2017, at the job site during 
which time we were told that he was not aware of the process for making design revisions.  
More accountability is expected of a career developer and builder. 
 
Today, we are requesting that HDRC deny the requested amendments.  Instead, all 
windows should be installed as originally proposed and specified in the Window Schedule 
as this was a stipulation for our letter of support.  Cement board siding and trims are 



 

acceptable in the historic district, however to-date, we’ve not seen the rustic cedar grain 
texture approved for any project.  This is unacceptable.  Revised corner detail and double-
window divider detail need to be submitted for review as well. 
 
Our concerns are long-term.  We hope that this method of design revision is not utilized in 
the future by others wishing to value engineer a project during construction.  To do so 
would potentially render OHP’s review and recommendation, and HDRC’s review and 
approval null and void as others request forgiveness after the fact as opposed to working 
within the established framework that the rest of us abide by. 
 
As always, we appreciate your consideration and the opportunity to comment. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us with questions regarding the above.   
 
Sincerely,     

 
Monica Savino 
DHNA / ARC, chair 
archcomm@dignowityhill.org 
 
Cc:  Kathy Rodriguez, OHP, Deputy HP Officer 
 Lauren Sage, Historic Preservation Specialist, OHP 
 Edward Hall, Historic Preservation Specialist, OHP 
 Brian Dillard, President, DHNA 
 Donalda Smith, Past-President, DHNA 
 Carlos Rodriguez, Brightstar Development 
 


